The Secret Admirer is: 


THINGS WHAT NEED DOING: 


Read your favorite weekly periodical 


[_]. Take an extra moment for yourself 


eo a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a ee ee ee eee 


Aquarius- Oh hey! The new 
| ebay brings with it a spe- 
cial opportunity to start over. 
It's in your house. So If you 
fucked up the year already, 
you can start again if you 
want! For real. 


Pisces- Trust your fingers 
this week. Anything that you 
drop is meant to be dropped. 
Your body will make things 
better for you with a series of 
what seem like mistakes. 


Aries- The new moon shakes 
your creative snow globe this 
week. Ideas will swarm your 
head and a rare energy will 
give you the motivation to 
start some cool project. 


Taurus- The new moon will 
create a vacuum in your life, 
and your ambition will rise 
like a tide to solve every lack. 
Follow whims and take short- 
\ cuts. Bring a flashlight. 


Gemini- Take account of 
our tools. See what you 
ave and what you want to 

use this year. Sometimes, 

simply looking at your tools 
and your objects can be in- 
spiration for an adventure. 


Cancer- There is power in 
you both of smoke and of 
earth. You can pass through 
walls and obstacles with 
ease, and then stand your 
ground when you get where 
you want to be. Use it. 


Leo- Lovemaster. You have 
all of the romance juice this 
auspiciously romantic week. 
Charm the snakes, whisper to 
the dogs, and all will eat from 
your hand. 

Virgo- That nagging thing in 
the back of your skull, that 
thing you know you should 
be doing but that you aren't 
doing, well as it turns out you 
really should be doing that 
thing. So start doing it. 


Libra- It's possible to take a 
step back into innocence this 
week. Forgive ye ay for 
something old and ug ig 
yourself out of some aol t 
and greet the clear, sunny 
day as an equal. 


Scorpio- Take care of your 
nest this week. Arrange your 
twigs and discard old feath- 
ers and bones. To be spare is 
to be calm and to be calm is 
to be of fertile mind. 


Sagittarius- Take a strange 
invitation this week. You 
stand to gain something 
unique by stepping out of 
your wheelhouse. Keep your 
wits about you and bring 
your phone charger. 


Capricorn- Take an extra 
beat to make your decisions 
this week. Don't rush. Addi- 
tional information will unfold 
slowly, and if you wait, you'll 
make better choices. 
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Welcome back to Fetching Miscellany. This week we have another piece by Joe 
and then I’m also gonna go ahead and talk at you about this new project that’s 
bubbling and brewing. So due to some uncharacteristically savvy financial plan- 
ning, Secret Family Publications, the parent company of the Secret Admirer, had 
a bit of a monetary surplus this month. So | decided to buy a podcast recorder. 
So in a few weeks we're going to launch a weekly podcast alongside the Ad- 
mirer. Now it’s hard to say what it will look like when it finds its final form, but to 
start, we're going to do a little bit of storytelling/fiction reading, interviews with 
local people of interest, and some narrated urban exploring. Every week we'll 
throw a scan code in here so you can hear it on your favorite phone. The recorder 
is pretty cool. | did a test track today and it sounds like golden butter. So yeah. If 
you have any suggestions for content or for interview subjects, let us know. This 
is gonna be great. 


So it's gonna 
be called the 
Sad Adventure, 
and the theme 
music will 

be someone 
noodling ona 
classical guitar 
next to a roar- 
ing bonfire. 


I've drawn a 
logo. These 

are the arbi- 
trary details 
and tasks that 
make a new 
project feel so 
very real to me. 


So | guess 
let's see what 
happens. 
This might be 
pretty rad. 
-Best 
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grasping blindly 
for your eyes 


Hello and how are you? Today I’m 
gonna share with you my favorite way 
to make ink. It takes awhile and is kind 
of meditative. You're gonna need: 


-1 taper candle 

-candle holder 

‘metal spoon 

‘butter knife 

‘bowl 

-a small amount of clear liquor 
‘water 

‘gum arabic 


You can get the gum arabic at any 
grocery store or art store and most 
pharmacies, and if you can’t or don’t 
want to use liquor, it’s a negligible 
step. 


So set your candle in its holder and 
light it up. The cheaper and waxier the 
candle, the better. The thicker the wick, 
the better. Hold your spoon concave 
face down over the flame, for awhile. 
It might help to have an oven mitt ora 
rag to hold the handle because it can 
get pretty hot. Keep it there, moving 
it around slowly, until the spoon face 
is soot black. Use another spoon or 
a butterknife to scrape this soot off 
the spoon and into the bowl. You're 
just made lampblack! This is widely 
believed to be the first ink pigment 
used by humans way long ago when 
things were new, before writing and 
alphabets, maybe even before lan- 
guage. Soot was scraped from stones 
and logs around fires and mixed with 
liquids for body painting and early art. 


So this is the mega time consuming 
and meditative part of the process. 
Do this a whole bunch. For an hour or 
so. Blacken and scrape. Blacken and 
scrape. You'll know when you have 
enough. It will feel right. 


Add a bit of alcohol slowly to the 
powder, a drop ata time, while stirring, 
to make a paste. Then dissolve some 
gum arabic into a vessel of water and 
add it to the black liquor paste. You 
can skip the alcohol part and just mix 
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the gum arabic water with the powder. 
| don’t know exactly what the alcohol 
does for the mix, but that’s how it was 
taught to me. I’ve made it both ways 
and haven't noticed a huge difference. 
Some folks say it helps to make the ink 
last longer without fading. Mess with 
your ratios here for different vibes. 


So there you go! You did an ancient 
human thing and now you can draw a 
lovely picture for your refrigerator. 


If you wanna go bananas with 
things, you can also easily make a 
pen from a goose feather. They’re all 
over the place by both rivers. For this 
all you need is a razor blade and the 
aforementioned feather. Might as well 
grab a few feathers. 


Pull all of the fletching from the 
shaft. You can leave a bit at the top for 
style points but be sure to clear wher- 
ever your hand will be. Run your razor 
along the writing end of the feather at 
a 90 degree angle to the shaft to re- 
move the outer coating, then find the 
natural lay of the feather. When hold- 
ing the feather, you're going to want 
the shaft to arc over your hand. Now 
lop off the tip at an acute angle and re- 
move the piffling from inside the shaft. 
Make another, smaller, less acute cut at 
the tip. Put a slit into the center of the 
tip. All of the variables, the angles, the 
depth of the cuts, the length of the slit, 
make for a different type of pen. So go 
wild, experiment, and make a whole 
set of different thicknesses for dif- 
ferent projects. Keep the razor blade 
handy and recut your pens now and 
then to maintain your quality of line. 


You can make your own paper too! 


But that's another story for another 
day. 


Happy V Day 
<3 


your Secret Admirer 


A Philly Favorite Since 1969 


ss MARKET ex CAFE 


Natural. Organic. Local. Vegan. Visit Us Today! 
719 S 4th St | M-F 8am-opm, S&S 8am-8pm | EsseneMarket.com 


gays pret 41 


ht so 
sday :30 
mo oho 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


zz] Wooden Shoe Books 
' more 
Fundraiser 


: eto Te 
Pgs 
eae https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/ 
HF. wooden-shoe-books-records-fundraiser#/ 


Support your local anarchist bookstore! 

Our collectively-run infoshop/community space 
needs some major remodeling and financial 
peace of mind. 


Crowdfunder lasts until the first day of spring! 


Hey just gonna chime in, because I'm pretty much 
omnipotent within the confines of this paper, 
and say that it would be real cool of ya to help 
the Wooden ShoeAAAAA if you're able. This city is 
much better for having it. -Otter 


Since 2000 ™ 


FIREHOUSE BICYCLES Pag 
RS WOLF CYCLES 


4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes) 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. expires 4/1/16. 
www.firehousebicycles.com 


Baltimore Ave. 
215-727-9692 


Would youl Jike to laces an adi in n the, Se- 
cret Admirer? Well you can-it's 30-dol- 
lars for 1 Week; 90 dollars for 4 
and 450 dollafs.for-24 weeks.; 


change the content. of your ad.as often: 


as you like. The sé ret Admirer is in- 


'@ college dropout, 
ig strong for over 6 
years. It comes out. Gh Tuesdays and is 
in 250 spots across the city. All Admirer 
locomotion is conducted: via bicycle,. 
and the Admirer¢ pernces and aspires 
to promote equality and acceptance, 
communicatio ad interpersonal har, 
many forall 603 ~ 4766. 


firesheets 


holly 


cummask.tumblr.com 


a newly 
opened 


jeri's ° 
/cur: Ie O art boutique 


tuesday - backgammon 6 to 8 pm 
wednesday- chess free 
thursday - scrabble 

1726 East Passyunk 215.336.8200 


jeriscurio.com 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 


Come to our great place to en- ¢ 
joy our foods and beverages! $ 
You will NOT be disappointed! 3 
Nor will you leave hungry, 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 


e 
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Lost but Seeking 


El Bar 

gal- I'm sick of people romanticizing the past, like, 'oh | wanna wear a cute 
dress and go drink a milkshake: Like, put on a cute dress and drink 
a fucking milkshake. No one's stopping you! 


Ray's Birthday Bar 

bartender- (carding a newcomer) Oh you're from Boston, eh? 

guy at bar- Oh haha! Do you paahhk the caahh in Hahhvahd yahhd? 

newcomer- Actually no. Harvard Yard is a pedestrian thoroughfare. No 
one can park anything in Harvard yard. That's a popular myth. 


Ahimsa House 
gal- Maybe I'm not sick. Maybe I'm just gluten. 


Cantina 
guy- How's Jaime? 
gal- Jaime? Oh, | dunno. I've been busy, I'm getting sued. 


Connie's Ric Rac 
guy- | grew up in South Philly, okay? | know what it's like to be punched 
in the face. 


Washington Ave 
cop- Just sit'n here doin’ inspections... 


Good Karma Cafe 
person- Flirting is just normal conversation with a scary amount of 
eye contact. 


Clark Park 
small child- (peeing on a tree) It's five PEE em! 


twice as many people as sharks an- 
nually. If a tree were planted for 
every Coca-Cola sold, the world 
would be completely reforested in 


ve | ‘oe at all this ty ff 
% In plane crashes, 69% of people 
in the rear of the plane survive, 
compared to 49% in the front. > 
Only 10% of people who claim 
food allergies actually have food 
allergies. 40% of all bottled water 
sold in the world is local tap water. 


® Vending machines kill roughly 


under 3 years. © There are parts of 
Antarctica that have not know pre- 
cipitation for over 2 million years. > 
The average bird's feathers weigh 
twice as much as its bones. > 65% 
of the average person's twitter fol- 
lowers are not real people. 0 Hu- 
mans have been hunter-gatherers 
for 99% of our existence. > 


across 


1. Amidst 

6. G.I. Joe’s mortal enemy 

11. Washington, Baltimore, or Columbus 

14. Toil 

15. Improv 

16. Ashen and sickly 

17. Dudes getting’ married 

19. Sometimes called the option key 

20. Woke and aware 

21. OSIER. Can't think of a good clue, so 
it's a freebie. 

23. Speak well of 

27. A really indulgent, hedonistic sandwich 

28. Opposite of diminutive 

32. Hand to face noises 

33. How we are born and how we die 

34. Lord Manderly's favorite type of pie 

37. Places upon 

38. Sleeveless outer layer 

39.“Ess he any?” 

40. Before 

41. What you do when you want to look like 


you know something that you don’t know. 


42. Your biggest artery 

43. Negative Yelper is this 

45. Save 

48. Copy cats 

49. Ascend 

50. Dick vomit 

53. Marceline the Vampire Queen's 
favorite color 

54. Close but no cigar 

60. 107 joules 

61. The less most 

62. Dress to the this to impress 

63. Supplement with difficulty 

64. A dip into hedonism 

65. Sea eagles 


1- Name the middle daughter:from Full House. 


1. ALB. It’s ALB. I’m running out of time. 

2.To ruin something beautiful 

3. Is ita kimono sash or a Jedi? 

4. A dude hello 

5. Lubes 

6. These Bears come in all colors 

7. Stank 

8. What all good ink users do before 
turning the page 


9. Italian Market late night dessert destinatio 


10. Forgive 

11. Expect 

12. Car parker 

13. A backwards exit 

18. A nice little forest spot 

22. This boy is a Cash song written by 
Shel Silverstein 

23. Outmoded 

24. A small stick containing distance facts 

25. The street that runs between Tulip 
and Memphis 

26. Lesser demons (Yeah, you heard me. 

You're lesser.) 

27. Where drunk dudes piss 

29. Yarns 

30. Genus of the alewife or shad 

31. To make brown with hot air 

34. Spoke like a weird ghost or something 

35. Sometimes called the return key 

36. Directs from the front 

38. The between space 

39. Yielding 

41. Gyroscope 

42. Like a dumb idiot or something 

43. Privy to little light 

44. Wild Eurasian mountain goat 

45. Sloping rocks at the base of a cliff 

46. Salesperson 

47. A raised edge 

50. Practice fight 

51. Gaelic 

52. A single unit of dust 

55. Spirit 

56. Former Soviet space station 

57. This Coulter read a lot of Rand 

58. Without this, T-ball is just baseball 

59. It's how you spell a letter in our 
alphabet. A 1-pointer in Scrab 


2- Which.US president signed the Emancipation Proclamation? 
3- Which famous Australian singer played the Green Fairy in Moulin Rouge? 
4- Which children's book character was terrified of Heffalumps and Woozles? 


Marvelous Records 


philly’ s ONLY one- x music shop 


el 


LPS-CDS-CASSETTES- STICKS« STRINGS-STYLI 
PROFESSIONAL LP CLEANING 

4916 Baltimore Ave - 215-72-MUSIC 
DISCOGS: marvelousmusic 
EBAY:marvelous-records 


PERIOD PALS 


is coming back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer. We'll print when we have enough. 
Send in as many as you like. 


BECAUSE MENSTRUATION ISN'T TABOO! 


LAST 


m/A\—-|s 
A|PY|O)> 
O|Al Sa 


WEEKS 


m|@|»)2|—- 
D\—-|V\P|A 
A}m|r-|z|— 


JAM 


Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 


5- Do identical twins share the same finger prints? 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


